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Activities Update
Councillor Equality
Since our last Members’ Meeting in March,
the NAC Executive Committee (EC) have had
three meetings by Zoom. As well as the usual
monthly meetings there was an additional
meeting held on 26 April to discuss Councillor
Equality.
It is the NAC’s understanding that a review of
the Councillor role was to be carried out at the
end of the first term of office following the
implementation of the RPA that reduced NI
Councils from 26 to 11 in 2015.
The NAC are working to progress this and to
address concerns raised by our members in
relation to carrying out their role, and our
officers have met with the major political
parties to bring this to their attention. Progress
has been delayed by circumstances such as the suspension of the Local Assembly; the
local elections in 2019; the COVID pandemic
and the Department for Communities (DfC)
Minister’s absence through ill health last year.
However, a Proposal prepared by the NAC
EC, on behalf of the NAC Members, was
presented to Officials from the DfC in
February and sent to the NI Assembly
Committee for Communities in early March,
we are waiting for their respective responses.
Following their Special Meeting in April the
NAC EC now have a meeting arranged with
Minister Hargey MLA, on 1st June 2021 to
discuss the above matters.
NIPSO Office Correspondence
Following our request for correspondence on
the Code of Conduct to be sent to Councillors
by post rather than encrypted email, the
Ombudsman’s office has replied saying that
as their staff are currently working remotely,
they will continue to use email for
communications, however, they will consider
our proposal for postal correspondence when
the LGES team returns to the office to work.

T: 028 9181 9413

1

Local Government Partnership Panel
Following a request made to the Department
for Communities (DfC) the NAC Regional
Secretary, Cllr Joe Boyle was invited to the
21 April Partnership Panel Meeting. Cllr
Boyle attended the Zoom meeting as an
Observer representing the NAC.
Cllr Boyle found the meeting to be very
interesting and is hopeful that a request made
for the NAC to participate at meetings will be
approved.
For further details on the Partnership Panel
and links to relevant papers please see the
information that is available on the NILGA
website by clicking here>>

NAC AGM 2021
FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER
2021

We are delighted to announce that the
NAC Annual General Meeting for 2021 will
take place at the Glenavon House Hotel,
Cookstown on Friday 15 October 2021.
This event will run from approximately 10am
to 2pm to include pre-meeting refreshments
with networking and a post-meeting lunch for
all attendees.
We are currently planning the event timetable
but please save the date. Further details,
when confirmed, will be published on the NAC
Website and invites will be sent to all NAC
Members’ Delegates.
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Handling Online Abuse
Intimidation and abuse directed at Councillors, mainly through Social Media, is a matter of
concern for the NAC Members and at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, on-line attacks
aimed at Councillors appeared to increase, primarily in relation to the provision of Council
Services. At that time this was discussed at our Members’ Meetings and the NAC Secretary, Cllr
Joe Boyle wrote to all Councillors across our region asking for their views on this issue, and to
determine if they and/or any of their colleagues have been affected by Social Media abuse and
if so, how they coped with it. The NAC recognise that this is a growing concern which many of
our Members have been affected by or are aware of others who have had to deal with this. Some
of the comments made by our Members were:
➢ There can be abuse relating to incidents that happened several years ago.
➢ Untrue allegations made can be published by the media.
➢ Misleading newspaper articles can also appear on search engines such as Google.
➢ Controllers of Social Media should be acting on this.
➢ Councillors are sometimes targeted in relation to grievances with MPs and MLAs.
➢ Problems can be encountered whilst canvasing.
Therefore, the NAC welcome the programme of work entitled ‘Civility in Public Life’ which is
being carried out by the Local Government Association in co-ordination with WLGA, COSLA and
NILGA.
Further details of this programme with advice and tips for elected representatives can be viewed
on the LGA website by clicking the image below or visiting:

https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/guidance-and-resources/civility-public-life
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Useful Links
Councillors Allowances from April 2020 –
Updated March 2021
HMRC Tax Guidance for Councillors
NILGA Councillors’ Guide
Councillors’ Code of Conduct
Guidance on Code of Conduct

Coronavirus Information
There are various sources of information and advice available in relation to COVID-19
and we have added some useful website links below that can be accessed by clicking
on the logos or copying the links below into your web browser.

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/news/are-you-eligible-vaccine-northern-irelandcheck-you-book

https://www.adviceni.net/coronavirus

https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/campaign/coronavirus-updatessupport-your-business

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/

T: 028 9181 9413

3

E: naoc@btconnect.com

