[image: ] National Association of Councillors   
 Northern Ireland Region
           
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
NAC MEMBERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
MINUTES OF MEMBERS’ MEETING, WEDNESDAY 18 March 2026
Newry Mourne & Down Council Offices, Downpatrick

ATTENDEES
 
Aldermen (in person)
​Ald Derek Hussey​		Ald Keith Kerrigan		Ald Hazel Legge​​​
Ald Alan McDowell
​​
Councillors (in person)
Cllr Billy Webb			Cllr Julie Gilmour		Cllr Joe Boyle
Cllr Fergal Donnelly		Cllr Terry Andrews
  
Aldermen & Councillors (via Zoom)
Cllr Andrew Ewing		Cllr Errol Thompson		Cllr Trevor Wilson
Cllr Ruth Lawrence		Cllr Victor Warrington		Cllr Roy Crawford

 
  
1. Welcome 
In the absence of the Chairman, the Senior Vice-Chair, Ald Hazel Legge, welcomed those members attending both in-person and remotely to the meeting in Downpatrick.  Cllr Andrews also added his welcome to Members and Cllr Webb thanked him for getting action on security and intimidation issues.
 
2. Apologies
Ald Legge noted that a number of apologies had been received in advance of the meeting and additional ones were also noted from the floor.  The Chair noted that while the agenda may appear to be brief, she was aware that the Secretary had prepared an extensive report and it was recommended that the meeting proceed without delay.

3. 	Minutes of previous Meeting held on 21 January 2026
The Chair took members through the minutes of the previous meeting, noting that they were brief as the bulk of the meeting was devoted to the excellent presentation by NILGOSC.  Ald Legge noted that the presentation and llinks had also been provided to members following the meeting.  Approval was proposed by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Cllr Julie Gilmour.
 
There were no matters arising  
 
4. 	Chairman’s Report
A report had not been forwarded by the Chair in advance of the meeting.
 
 
5.	Treasurers Report
Cllr Billy Webb circulated and shared on screen the up-to-date accounts and outlined the income, expenditure and closing balance as at 28 February 2026
 
There being no questions, approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Errol Thompson and seconded by Cllr Julie Gilmour.
 
6.	Secretary’s Report
The Secretary gave an extensive overview of the work undertaken since the last meeting including arranging meetings with LAMA, DfC and SOLACE and, as promised, he would now proceed to update members on the past 2 months since the last meeting in January.  

Cllr Boyle reported that a considerable amount of work had gone in to preparing for the meetings previously advised as delegations had to be arranged and agendas agreed upon with each group.

Following our successful meeting with LAMA in February 2025, we were invited to a return meeting by them.  This took place on 3 March in Leinster House, Dublin, where we were hosted by Cormac Devlin TD.  Maoliosa McHugh MLA joined the delegation as Colm Gildernew MLA, Chair of the DfC Committee, was unavailable to attend.

We were extremely well looked after and even had an opportunity to observe proceedings in the Chamber when we heard part of a debate between the Taoiseach  and Mary-Lou 
Mc Donald.

Many areas of joint interest were discussed, and it was agreed that many opportunities exist for joint co-operation, not least through the Shared Islands Fund.  These are currently being investigated, and we hope to be able to update you soon.

Just two days later, a follow-up meeting with Minister Lyons on the  outworkings of the Review of Councillor’s Roles and Responsibilities took place on 5 March.  The Minister was in listening mode and took away some points for further investigation.  He advised that his ‘door was always open’ and that we should continue to bring areas of concern to him

The final meeting was with SOLACE on Friday 6 March when we expressed concerns on a number of issues and took the opportunity to discuss concerns surrounding intimidation and threats to councillors and discussed ways in which councillors and staff could be supported in such circumstances, given that different approaches were used across Councils and PCSP’s.

Members felt that these meetings should continue when areas of mutual concern were required to be discussed.

In the background, work is on-going in the support of councillors, and we continue to keep the organisation running on track.

The Secretary concluded by thanking Cllr Billy Webb and Ald Hazel Legge for making a presentation to Ards and North Down Borough Council on the history and work of the National Association of Councillors and the benefits of membership.  Cllr Andrews also attended in the public gallery.  We will of course keep you up to date with progress on this issue. 

Acceptance of this report was proposed by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Ald Alan McDowell.

7. 	Update from National Vice-Chair
Ald Derek Hussey updated members on recent NAC-UK meetings and upcoming meetings of the National Executive Committee.  He advised that English Region conference was being planned for the end of March and that the UK conference would take place in late June.

This update was proposed by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Cllr Billy Webb.

8. 	AOB

In closing, Ald Legge thanked members for their support throughout the meeting and asked them to consider if there were ny suggestions to help improvement attendance at the regular Member Meetings, as well as the AGM in September.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 12.35pm
 
The next meeting was noted as the Member’s Meeting to be held on Wednesday 20 May 2026 in the Council Chamber at Mossley Mill, Antrim and Newtownabbey  Council 
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