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NAC MEMBERS’ MEETING MINUTES 
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MINUTES OF MEMBERS’ MEETING, WEDNESDAY 20 May 2026
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council, Mossley Mill

ATTENDEES
 
Aldermen (in person)
​Ald Derek Hussey​		Ald Hazel Legge​​​
​​
Councillors (in person)
Cllr Billy Webb			Cllr Joe Boyle			Cllr Thomas Beckett
Cllr Fergal Donnelly		Cllr Terry Andrews		Cllr Eugene McConnell
  
Aldermen & Councillors (via Zoom)
Ald Keith Kerrigan		Ald Alan McDowell		Cllr Alan Barr
Cllr Andrew Ewing		Cllr Errol Thompson		Cllr Trevor Wilson
Cllr Ruth Lawrence		Cllr Victor Warrington		Cllr Leanne Peacock
Cllr Gary Hynds

Apologies
Ald Stephen Moutray		Cllr Julie Gilmour		Cllr Adam Gannon

  
1. Welcome 
The Chairman, Cllr Eugene McConnell, welcomed those members attending both in-person and remotely to the meeting in Mossley Mill.  
 
2. Apologies
A number of apologies had been received in advance of the meeting and additional ones were also noted from the floor.  

3. 	Minutes of previous Meeting held on 18 March 2026
The Chair took members through the minutes of the previous meeting, and these were approved for accuracy by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Cllr Fergal Donnelly

4. Matters arising
Cllr Trevor Wilson raised an issue regarding the discussion on the significant rise in MLA’s salary as opposed to a similar uplift being denied by Minister Lyons for councillors.  He recalled that a discussion had taken place regarding how the MLA’s independent review was acceptable, while the independent review into the Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors was not.  It was his understanding that NAC-NI were to challenge the Minister on this, but he did not feel that this was adequately reflected in the minutes.
In response Cllr Boyle apologised if Cllr Wilson felt that this matter had been overlooked but assured him that discussions were on-going and that their case had been put to the Minister in writing, as well as in person.  Cllr Boyle noted that while not all issues had been accepted he assured members that things were being progressed and that meetings with the Minister and his officials were continuing.

The Chair advised that a cross-party delegation had left the Minister in no doubt and that a further paper was being prepared for submission.

Cllr Wilson emphasised that his issue was that the independent review appeared to have been sidelined.  Although the minutes did not reflect the discussion, he was pleased to note the work which was continuing behind the scenes.

Cllr Andrews advised that many councillors, including himself, felt let down and disappointed with the way councillors had been treated.
 
5.	Treasurers Report
Cllr Billy Webb circulated and shared on screen the up-to-date accounts and outlined the income, expenditure and closing balance as of 30 April 2026.  He also explained the reason for transferring funds from the Bank of Ireland Reserve account to the Ulster Bank working account, advising that due to some issues with Bank of Ireland, he was looking into opening an alternative reserve account and would update members when that was finalised.  Cllr Terry Andrews thanked the Treasurer for his work on this, and other financial matters.  Cllr Webb also advised that invoices for membership fees had been sent to Councils and that for the first time in approximately 10 years, a small increase had been applied.
 
There being no questions, approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Cllr Fergal Donnelly.
 
6.	Secretary’s Report
Cllr Joe Boyle noted that since our last meeting in Newry, Mourne and Down District Council on 18 March, the Executive Committee had been extremely busy as usual, and he proceeded to bring members up to date with the current situation.  

The Secretary reminded members that, following a decision taken by Ards and North Down Council at the end of last year, a time slot had been secured for a deputation, led by Cllr Billy Webb and Ald Hazel Legge to address that council on 25 March when they outlined the various issues dealt with by NAC-NI on behalf of our members.  He thanked Billy and Hazel for their preparation and for addressing Ards and North Down Council on our behalf.  

He advised that as the six-month restriction on raising this issue again had now passed, a motion had been prepared to rescind the original decision, and this is actively being worked on.

Two meetings of the Executive Committee have taken place  with the agendas including  a discussion on HMRC allowances for councillors.  Members were advised that information was available on the HMRC website, but it was suggested that appropriate HMRC representatives be invited to a future NAC Member Meeting.  While this had not been possible to arrange for today’s meeting, it was being  actively pursued.

Discussions on the continuation of the Enterprise Champions programme was also discussed and following meetings with the facilitators, various options were being considered.

Work is continuing  on an updated website and it is anticipated that we will have this completed and ready for launch at the AGM in September.

Following our meeting with DfC, previously reported, we have received their notes, with action points for future meetings and we are currently preparing  document for submission to them.

As you know, the Chairmanship of SOLACE changes at the beginning of June and we are issuing an invitation to the new Chair to attend a future NAC meeting.

In concluding, the Secretary was sad to report on the passing of former members in recent weeks including, James McGarvey, Margaret Craig, David Hollis and Joe Byrne, as well as the wife of our former Secretary Ronnie Ferguson and Greta Rodgers, wife of Ald Jim Rodgers.  We extend our condolences to them  and their families at this sad time.

Acceptance of this report was proposed by Cllr Billy Webb and seconded by Cllr Eugene McConnell.

7. 	Update from National Vice-Chair
Ald Derek Hussey advised that there had been no meetings of NAC-UK and that the Management meeting had been deferred until 20 June, having previously been arranged for 13 June.  He expressed concerns following the recent elections in England and undertook to keep members updated as things progressed.

This update was proposed by Cllr Terry Andrews and seconded by Cllr Joe Boyle.

8. 	AOB

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 11.35am
 
The next meeting was noted as the Member’s Meeting to be held on Wednesday 15 July 2026 in the Council Chamber at Craigavon Civic and Conference Centre.  
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